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vsem soyúznym vóinstvam polozhívshim zhivót svoy za svobódu i ródinu.


TO MY GALLANT FRIENDS THE COSSACKS

AND






TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE ALLIED ARMIES AND NAVIES WHO HAVE FOUGHT IN THE CAUSE OF COUNTRY AND PREFDOM.

"For greater Love hath no man than this, that he lay down his Life for his Friends."


TO MY READERS

During the past fourteen years I have been an eye-witness of events in Russia, and able to study at first-hand the manifold aspects of Reaction and Revolution, as each in its turn was exploited by our relentless foe. I was the only non-Russian civilian who participated in all the phases of the collapse of Socialism as a national force in July last during the short-lived offensive and disastrous retreat of the armies in Galicia, which was also the death-knell of the Revolution. The men who have figured in Russian affairs during that long period are personally known to me, and thanks to my relations with the Army, I have been able to study the Russian soldier under all conditions of service.

The temptation to relate all I knew in book form has often been very strong, because few people realized more clearly how little was known about the Russians outside, and how much harm this ignorance caused to our relations with them. But the whole truth could not be told during the Old Regime, and I preferred not to produce a halting narrative—a half-truth. The obstacles to a frank statement of Russia as she was and as she is having been removed, I have lost no time in presenting her case to my fellow-countrymen and allies according to the best of my knowledge and understanding—without fear or favour.

My conclusions are set forth in the closing chapter. I do not propose to deal with them here, except to call attention to the character and lessons of Socialism as exemplified in the Russian Revolution. They are of momentous significance to every thinking man and woman of the Allied nations—to the working-man equally with his employer. They closely affect the great issues that we, through our blindness to the responsibilities of nation-hood, have been called upon to solve at such great cost of blood and treasure. Socialism has ever promised an easy path, but we have seen whither it has led Russia. No organization of the masses—not even the election of a popular Constituent Assembly—could there save Socialism from the dominance of Extremists and consequent Anarchy.

When the heroic struggle of the Nations for Freedom and Independence has drawn to a close, and war—let us hope—becomes unknown for a long time, Russia, strengthened by her ordeal, will continue to engage our interest and attention. We cannot do without her for many reasons. She is destined by the operation of natural and economic laws to figure as one of the greatest—if not the greatest—markets and food-producers in the world. So we would do well to study her more closely, and to neglect no opportunity of adding to our knowledge of the Russian people. This message applies more particularly to us and to our American cousins.

the loan of some excellent photographs.

In the rendering of Russian names and words I have adopted the simplest method of transliteration and accentuation available. Only the New Style is used in dates, and equivalents in sterling are given at the normal rate of exchange.

R. W.
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RUSSIA'S AGONY


CHAPTER I



INTRODUCTION

Inspired by semi-Asiatic conceptions of government, borrowed from the adjacent Empire of Byzantium, the Russian autocracy was destined, like its protagonist, to enjoy prosperity so long as it avoided direct conflict with powerful neighbours, and, having exceeded this rule, to suffer a gradual process of internal decay and of external disaster. The influences of western civilization ever acted as a dissolvent upon the eastern system of autocracy.

Weakened and retarded in their development by successive waves of Tatar invasion, the Russian people were long in manifesting any decisive tendency to eschew Asiatic in preference for western models. Peter the Great foresaw and prepared his country for the coming change. His successors, devoid of his genius, interpreting his clear-sighted endeavour to reach the open sea as a mere lust for conquest, remained oblivious to the inward teaching of his reign. They introduced reforms tardily, under the stress of circumstance, never anticipating the dangers of delay except by specious methods of police repression which served only to intensify—even if they concealed—the fires of discontent.

2

Yet another fifty years later a war against Japan, lightly entered upon from analogous "internal" motives, led to widespread disorders, which could be repressed then, and to a marked development of a constitutional movement, which had to be satisfied. The semi-Constitution of Oetober 1905, introducing Representative Government, was followed by another period of reaction and by the further development of the okhrana or secret police system, which belittled and discredited the Duma in the eyes of the masses. Temperance—long urged by the Duma, and at last ordained by Imperial Edict in the early part of 1914—opened the eyes of the peasant masses, while it enhanced their material prosperity.

The great war with Germany thus found Russia unprepared—her ruler and her people devoid of an organic bond of union. The popularity of the struggle, its humane and exalted aims, were soon overshadowed by internal differences and by the maladministration and abuses of the Old Regime.

Razputinism, symbolizing the superstitions and favouritism of a Court severed from vivifying contact with the People, undermined the prestige of the Throne and of the Church among the masses.

The blessings of temperance bestowed by the autocrat proved a fatal gift for the autocracy. The masses only realized more clearly the evils of the autocratic rule. They were many. Disorganization in army supply had involved unnecessary losses of men and territory during

These included local government by provincial and district Zemstvos elected by all classes, including a numerous contingent of peasants and municipal councils (Dumas) elected by a property suffrage, also reform of the Law Courts, assuring "speedy and merciful justice," and introduction of trial by jury.

When he at last gave way in March 1917, it was too late; the Revolutionary movement—prepared long beforehand—had already acquired too great an impetus to afford the Moderate parties an opportunity for immediate and effective resistance.

History offers nothing comparable with the events of 1917. An empire covering one-sixth of the world's territories and numbering upwards of 180,000,000 souls suddenly cast off its government and remained bereft of authority, of law, and of order for a prolonged period in the very midst of a great war. The human imagination is overwhelmed by the dimensions of the Russian Revolution. Other countries felt its influences, good and bad, profoundly. Its dramatic incidents and lessons, the pathetic fall of the autocrat, a promise of glorious revival followed by disasters that seemed to be irreparable—all these themes engage our curiosity and arrest our attention. Good and evil are closely interwoven in the Revolutionary record. The evil came uppermost, but the good was bound to survive. One great benefit it has already conferred upon Russia and her friends is the awakening of a deeper interest in her affairs and a desire to know the real truth about her.

An old woman threw a stone at a baker's shop-window and "started" the Russian Revolution. Some days later, in March 1917, I was standing in the vast square that faces the dull red pile of the Winter Palace, and

Crude withal and unpolished, his genius, like an uncut diamond of finest water, had shed a new light amid the shadows of Muscovy. Breaking all resistance, severing himself from the trammels of semi-Asiatic tradition, he had boldly, far-sightedly launched and steered the ship of State towards the West. Was this removal of its emblems to be prophetic merely of the end of autocraey? Or was I witnessing the logical sequel to the great work that Peter had begun—the final passing of Russia into the communion of western nations?

The yellow folds, emblazoned with the black double-headed eagle, had been adopted by John the Terrible on his marriage to a Byzantine princess. It symbolized the union of temporal and spiritual power wielded by the autocrator over Constantinople and the Roman Empire of the East. That symbol had been the guiding motto of Russia's rulers since the days of the Terrible Onc. In its place, amid the plaudits of the assembled crowd, the Red Flag of Revolution was soon afterwards hoisted brazenly announcing the end of the autocratic era. Some weeks went by, and, under the mellowing influence of wind and weather, its sanguinary hue had faded perceptibly, gradually assuming a dull grey tone. The process of time was to exert a like influence upon the shortsighted enthusiasm of the multitude. Wild and dangerous visionaries, acting largely in collusion with the country's foes, applied Socialistic "ideals." Political chimera was to lead to disillusion and apathy, interrupted

by sporadic joy and depression as the ephemeral success of the Revolution alternated with crushing disasters in the field and a shameful truce.

But no, it could not be that the black and yellow colour should disappear altogether from Russia's future history. It had been consecrated by the ribbon of St. George—a badge of personal courage and national honour. I felt sure it would still remain the emblem of Russia's title to nationhood, no matter what the future might bring—a Republic or a modernized Monarchy!

Other thoughts and reminiscences obtruded themselves amidst the turmoil of that eventful day and in that historical square. What if, instead of his Byzantine marriage, the Tsar had succeeded in his matrimonial overtures to Queen Elizabeth? How changed the whole course of history would have been! We might then have developed our relations with Russia on a larger political basis with undoubted advantage to both sides. It might not have been necessary to wait three centuries before this same square had witnessed the loyal outpourings of an emancipated people, when the peasant serfs knelt in gratitude before Alexander II. Here also, when the Great War began, a hundred thousand people acclaimed Nicholas II, forgetting the innocent blood that had been shed within its precinets a decade earlier. Then men, women, and children had come to seek the countenance of their Little Father, desiring a larger measure of freedom, and were received with bullets; now they were avenging that ghastly blunder, dominated by long pent-up feelings of revolt.

We had attained at last a closer communion with Russia, and were bound together by the ties of a common interest against a common enemy, only to find the great cause of Country and Freedom, that we had at heart, tragically weakened by Russia's internal troubles—a temporary weakening, it was to be hoped. But upon our



PART I



SLAVDOM, THE TATARS, AND AUTOCRACY



CHAPTER II

The great rivers of northern Slavdom—the Vistula, the Dvina, and the Dnieper, with their tributaries, and later the Volga—afforded natural avenues for commerce in the exchange of European commodities—largely dominated by the Hansa cities of the Baltic—with Asiatic markets: Byzantium, Persia, and India, and later Siberia. And the dwellers by these rivers became the sturdiest and most enterprising representatives of the Northern Slav peoples. Their descendants have preserved these traits. Among them are the Cossaeks of the Dnieper, the Don, and the Volga, and the Pomory (literally Bythe-sea dwellers) of the Far North.

In what is now European Russia we find in the early Middle Ages flourishing commercial organizations, like the republies of Pskov and Novgorod, doing much business with the Hansa and the principality of Kiev, acting as an entrepôt for trade with Byzantium. All of them had recourse to the Vikings for military leadership whenever their possessions were menaced. Hence arose the legend of Rurik, Sineus, and Truvor, the Variag, or Norse brethren, who came to "rule over" these communities, though, as a matter of fact, they were really mercenaries who had been "hired" or "elected" for a specific purpose: to raise and lead Druzhiny (armed brotherhoods).

By and by they acquired a permanent status, and their descendants figure largely in the early chronicles of Russia. Among them was Alexander Nevsky, who drove back the Swedes and Finns many centuries before the time of Peter the Great. Earlier still, Vladimir Krasnoc Solnyshko (Little Red Sun) had reigned in Kiev and converted his people to Christianity. He was so well beloved that his name still lives in the memory of simple Russian peasants. Both these Grand Dukes were canonized by the Church. Descendants of "Rurik" associated themselves with their people, and largely, thanks to their spirit of duty and self-sacrifice, the nation did not "go under" during the sad times of Tatar domination. In order to obtain investiture from the Khan they had to travel countless miles—to Mukden, a whole year on the road through Siberia—and to debase themselves in sign of homage; and some never returned.

It is said that the name "Rus" was borne by a Norse tribe, and that the Dnieper warriors coming to Constantinople to vindicate the rights of their merchants were so styled by the Byzantines. The name "Russian" would thus appear to be of Norse origin.

With the decline and fall of the Byzantine Empire the trade route of the Dnieper gradually lost its importance. Therein lay the main cause of Kiev's long eclipse and—as the Crescent asserted its sway over the confines of the Black Sea—of a prolonged period of strife between the Moslem hordes and the Slavs inhabiting the Dnieper valley and Poland.

Russia's "centre of gravity" was lost for a time. Many small "dukedoms" had, however, "budded off" north and castward, which were later to form a new "centre" in Muscovy. To this new country came settlers from the Dnieper, the Dvina, and the Volkhov, bringing the names of their original abodes. Thus Nízhni (Lower) Nóvgorod on the Volga recalled Velíky (Great) Nóvgorod, the Northern Dvina recalled the river of the Baltic; many place-names in Little Russia were duplicated in Great Russia.1

A new and larger State thus arose. It had attracted numerous elements from the disturbed okráiny (borders), where Swedes, Lithuanians, Poles, and German "knights" began to cause trouble. It developed the concomitants of statehood—a defensive and administrative apparatus, necessarily crude in its earlier forms, but essentially Russian. The servants of the State were called tiáglye liúdi (burden-bearers). They had to appear kónno i zbrúyno (horsed and harnessed) at the summons of the voyevóda (war leader), as the local official was called. When the Tatar incursions began to molest Muscovy the people naturally preferred the shelter of strong or

The differentiation between Little and Great Russians had been slowly proceeding during previous centuries. It never assumed proportions of a very marked character. The dialects of the people bear a close resemblance to this day. The same may be said of the White Russians, a comparatively small section of the Northern Slav people, inhabiting Smolensk and the upper reaches of the Dnieper. The White Russians are very fair, as their name indicates. Both they and the Great Russians had assimilated a Finnish strain, for which reason they are sometimes called Finno-Slavs. The Little Russians and their Galician brothers, the Ruthenes, and the Poles are true Slavs. The Lithuanians and the Mazurs, inhabiting the borders of East Prussia, had been affected by proximity with the Letts, who, like the Finns, are of Mongol stock. The Prussians, another Slav tribe, had been Teutonized.

less affected dukedoms or voyevódstva. In order to put a stop to these migrations and prevent a weakening of the country's defences, the settlers or labourers were "fastened" to the local administrator or pomiéshchik (fief-holder), land tenure being conditional to military obligations. This measure of State defence afterwards degenerated into the enslavement of the peasants to the pomieshchik—a name that came to be applied to landowners. Such was the origin of serfdom.

Without attempting to give more than an outline of the broad aspects of early Russian history, I think it is important to note that the Russian people displayed in remote times a spirit of enterprise and freedom, and that extraneous circumstances subsequently dulled the one and quenched the other. Wave after wave of Asiatic invasion swept over Russia, effacing the landmarks of national growth, and preparing the way for the reign of autocracy, wherein the people saw their only hopes of salvation. In this view they were confirmed by the teachings of the Church. The advent of autocracy had been heralded by ducal defiance to the Tatar hosts, notably by Vladimir Monomakh, Tsar or Cæsar of Muscovy, who led the Russians to victory at the great battle of Kulikóvo Pole (the Field of Plovers).

the way for its own downfall. Had Peter the Great not "opened a window," through which western influences forced themselves headlong into the Asiatic calm of Muscovy, had his successors not laid violent hands upon Lithuania and Poland, through which extraneous, disintegrating elements gained admission into the heart of Russian politics, the history of Russia would have been a very different one.

The election of the Romanovs three centuries ago did not affect the status of the autocraey, as some students of history would have us believe. Election by the people did not presume a change of principle: it was merely an expedient necessitated by default in the succession. The Tsar Michael Fedorovich and his successors were autocrats enjoying the mystical, unquestioned, and unquestionable power wielded by John the Terrible. In the language of the people they were Bátiushka Tsar (Little Father); they impersonated the absolute, Godgiven authority of the Parent of the State, to whom all owed blind obedience, whose word alone was law, who had the power of life and death over all his children. The besotted German who reigned in Petrograd more than a century ago under the style of Peter III, ignorant of the language of his subjects, reviling their Church, was none the less an autocrat in the eyes of Russia. The power of the autocracy was so great, so exalted, that it retained its hold upon the people till very recent times. What more striking example can be given than the effect of the Tsar's ediet on temperance. Nicholas II could boast with reason that only the autocracy had the power to suddenly convert the Russian nation to total abstinence

We cannot understand the causes of the Russian Revolution unless we gain a clear insight into the essence of autocracy, its grandeur as well as its weakness. Why has Russian history during the past century been marked and marred by spasmodic attempts to enlarge the social framework, followed by periods, more or less prolonged, of obscure, apparently senseless and hopeless, reaction? Why were the latter days of Alexander II poisoned by a seeming repudiation of the bright promise contained in his emancipation of the Serfs? Old age had not made him a despot. What idea inspired his successor to insist upon the repression of all liberal principles? Yet Alexander III was the very soul of honesty and kindliness. How can we reconcile the enlightened personal goodness of Nieholas II with his inveterate distaste for the "vain delusions" of modern statchood? Surely it could not be greed of power. The explanation must be sought

Without a Chinese wall of isolation, without interference in the affairs of other States, without progress in the western sense, the autocracy might have enjoyed years of calm, unruffled existence, subject only to occasional "palace revolutions." But all these conditions of permanency were lacking, as we have seen. The deadliest foe was "western progress." Its worst feature, industrialism, with its attendant problem of capital and labour, could not be excluded entirely. Developing, it profoundly modified the rural, semi-patriarchal life of the nation, which so easily concorded with the autocratic principle. Its other aspects—education, with its inevitable influx of European thought, the management of their local affairs by the people, and last, but most fatal of all, the advent of Representative Government—one after the other came

hammering at the door of autocracy, to the accompaniment of military disasters in far-off Manchuria and, later, in the blood-stained fields of Poland. The war with Japan sounded the first danger-signal to autocracy. Heeding it, Nicholas II granted a Constitution; but falling again under the spell of the autocratic idea, he reasserted the old doctrine. The Great War brought the second and final summons.

But how long, how convulsive was the struggle that came to an end in March of 1917! We have seen the autocrats repeatedly imperilling the autocracy and sometimes the interests of the State by rash, ill-considered or Quixotic adventures in foreign policy; we have noted them acting upon high-minded, humane impulses in the conduct of internal affairs, assuring the liberties of the conquered Finns, abolishing serfdom, curing their people of Russia's worst evil, drink; and we have found them halting midway, unable to give full scope to their noblest efforts. The principle of autocracy reared itself up as an overmastering obsession; it ever dominated the main principle of all sound government: compromise and consiliation



CHAPTER III



BUREAUCRACY AND OKHRANA

The Autocracy Supplanted—Forty Thousand Clerks—Bureaucracy Subordinated to Police—Fear of Progress—National Ignorance—Agrarian Reform.

As Russia waxed great in area and in complexity of population, the autocrat's paternal, all-wise, unlimited authority could not be exercised by one man; it had to be delegated to innumerable agents. Nicholas I once said: "Russia is ruled not by me, but by my forty thousand clerks." The autocracy implied in name, if not in deed, an entirely centralized, one-man government; in practice, in a huge empire like Russia, it resolved itself into government by irresponsible officials, who ruled according to their caste or individual propensities, whether for good or for evil. Herein lies the origin of the bureaucracy.

In becoming the ruling caste in Russia, the bureaucracy was, by its very nature, committed to the support of the autocratic power whence it derived its authority and privileges. The work of administering the Empire was not neglected; indeed, it may be said without exaggeration that, as bureaucrats, the Russian officials were not a whit less competent or efficient than civil servants in other lands; and certainly they had a far more formidable task to cope with. Profit and honour could be gained in the official careers more surely than in any other capacity; it would have been surprising that a gifted race like the Russians should be poor in bureaucratic talents. The Russian bureaucracy suffered, it is true.

from a lack of integrity among the lower grades for reasons which will be dealt with later, but its besetting sin was neither of omission nor commission, but one of origin. Everything that tended to undermine or belittle the autoeracy was per se repugnant to the bureaucratic caste. Its leaders, with a few distinguished exceptions, saw danger in the slightest concession to liberal tendencies. Freedom of speech, of the Press, and of meeting was tabooed; the enlightenment of the masses was systematically retarded; trade and industry were held under suspicion and hampered by vexatious regulations. Political offenders were relegated to Siberia on a par with convicts, while emigration of the teeming peasant population found no favour. The bureaucracy did not wish to be troubled with too many colonists, who might become difficult to control from a distance.

The emancipated serfs had been tethered by communal land-holdings to the village, kept in ignorance, deprived of an outlet to the fertile plains and valleys of Siberia, and shorn of their original and rightful share in the Zemstvo (local government) councils created by the Tsar Liberator; now these same peasants found employment in the newly created industries, in the steel and iron works of the South, in the textile factories of the Centre and the North, and returning periodically to their homes, sowed the seeds of future revolution.

Above all, the bureaucracy feared war. Plehve, the all-powerful Minister who was assassinated in July 1904, committed the unpardonable blunder of conniving at the adventure which led to an armed conflict with Japan. He believed that it would "clear the air." The experiment

was a ghastly failure for the bureaucracy. Every bureaucratic nerve was strained thereafter to avoid international complications. For many years after the Treaty of Portsmouth, Russia neglected her defences, starved her army and navy, and, partly as a result of that neglect, was unable to meet the requirements of the great struggle with Germany into which she was drawn.

From what has been said it is apparent that the bureaucracy subordinated its normal activities during the past century to a police system. The fight with "privy conspiracy and rebellion," perceived on all sides by the terrified gaze of the bureaucratic wiseacres, claimed absorbing consideration. Policemen rose to the highest places in the land, not as humble guardians of the public peace or as detectives of crime against the person or property of citizens—these lowly tasks were relegated to the humble constabulary—but as wardens over the autocracy.

It is a sad and characteristic commentary upon the good intentions of one autocrat to recall the reason which led him to institute the famous Third Section. Alexander I wanted to right the wrongs of the fatherless and widows, to wipe away all tears from the eyes of the oppressed. The Third Section of His Majesty's Cabinet was formed to discover these wrongs, to tell the Sovereign about them, and to act as his medium for reparation. His most trusted officers and courtiers were placed in charge of the service. We know what was the result. The Third Section began by delving into the life-history of the Tsar's subjects, and found that all was not agreeable to the safety of the autocratic power. By easy and rapid stages it became, not an instrument of mercy, but one of oppression. Its business grew till it embraced every class and calling in the Empire. The odium of the office led to its transfer to the Ministry of the Interior under the style of Department of Police, more popularly known as the okhrana, a word meaning "protection." And verily this institution was intended to "protect"

Empire, react under this treatment? Crushed in rebellion, the Poles stolidly awaited the end of their trials. The Cossacks and the Caucasian races, shorn of freedom, held fast their traditions of independence. The Germans of the Baltic provinces, spoilt children of the bureaucracy, flourished mightily, ruling the local Esthonians and Letts, and enjoying fat offices. The Mussulmans, inured to autocracy, were docile. The Jews, poor, prolific, and pushful, adapted themselves to oppression, secretly nurturing plans of revenge. The Finns, long a privileged race, watched for opportunities to enlarge their autonomy. All this conglomeration of races was borne on the broad back of Great Russia, by the might of a loyal army drawn from a hundred millions of peasants, led by nobles, and subservient to the police system of government described above.

Every Russian was ticketed and docketed according to class or calling: eighty out of every hundred were peasants, including about ten workmen engaged in industries, nineteen were burgesses (merchants and artisans), a fraction represented the nobility from which the ruling caste was recruited. Sixty per cent. were illiterate, twenty-five per cent. could read and write, ten per cent. were educated, five per cent. were intelligentsia.

Default of education, the innate conservatism of the farmer, the natural subserviency of masses new-fledged from serfdom, rendered them passive, inert. Their half-articulate cry during the generations of slavery for zemliá i vólia (land and freedom) was stilled by the emancipation. Brought into sudden contact with industrialism, they lost their primitive virtues, honesty and godliness, without acquiring the birthright of free men, love of honour and of country. Carefully segregated from enlightening influences, they learnt only what was reprehensible. Drunkenness became a great national curse. The introduction for fiscal purposes of a State Liquor Monopoly placed drink within easy reach of the peasant,
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NICHOLAS II WITH HIS SON AND DAUGHTERS

The Grand Duchess Olga is on the Tsar's right, and next to her the Grand Duchess Anastasia. Behind the young Alexis stand his sisters, the Grand Duchesses Tatiana and Marie. Around them are the officers of the Konváy or Bodyguard, all Princes and Nobles of the Caucasus, whose picturesque Circassian dress the Tsar and the Cesarevitch are wearing. The photograph was taken in the Garden of the Palace at Tsarskoe Selo shortly before the Revolution. In this Garden the fallen Monarch afterwards worked to relieve the tedium of captivity. His Bodyguard also went over to the Duma. When he heard this news he was much affected.

the population, which had reached the enormous figure of over two and a half millions yearly, and, for technical causes mentioned above, it tended rather to diminish. The Great War, with its insatiable demands upon the manhood of Russia, temporarily stopped the movement. The millions that should have gone to people Siberia partly fell in battle or became prisoners of war toiling in German lands.

Simultaneously with the encouragement of emigration, the bureaucracy fostered the introduction of individual ownership of land and the creation of small farms. After the emancipation of the serfs, the existing village communities were retained, and held their lands in common until they had paid off the redemption dues. Primitive, uneducated, unable to think or act on his own initiative, the serf, after his emancipation, could not be expected to become an independent farmer. He clung to his commune as the only familiar landmark in a new world full of pitfalls for the unwary. Meanwhile the village elder continued to draw comfort and guidance from the pomieshchik squire, his former owner.

The commune (ôbshchina) was favoured by the bureaucraey; in its perpetuation the okhrana saw good hope of preserving the peasant from disagreeable influences; but suddenly the commune lost its popularity. M. Stolypin opened the eyes of his countrymen to the danger of communal ownership. It was a negation of the rights of property, a lure for the socialistic doctrinaire, an impediment to individual effort and enterprise. All this was very true. The remedy was applied with all the force that this strong statesman could command. The redemption dues having been paid up, it was announced that communal ownership had served its purpose, that the peasants were free to take up their allotments as individual owners, and that the State was prepared to advance them money for the purchase and equipment of small farms. "We place our stakes on the strong men," said M. Stolypin.

Now, as a matter of fact, the communal system was a natural outcome of the primitive conditions and ignorance under which the peasants lived. The more enterprising peasants had already bought up lands, either individually or in companies, from the squirearchy, and with the progress of time and education communal ownership was bound to disappear. The attempt to suddenly disrupt a system organically bound up with ignorance may be justified as a political expedient; it could not fail to bring much friction and disappointment. The laziest, poorer, and less developed members of the commune offered all the resistance of inertia to a scheme that would compel them to rely upon themselves, and were secretly encouraged by the political elements which favoured the commune as a profitable soil for socialistic propaganda.

During the Revolution many small farmers suffered at the hands of the communists, and the peasant owners threw in their lot with the landlords in the defence of private property.



CHAPTER IV



THE NATIONAL CONSCIENCE

Rôle of the Aristocracy and Middle Class—Absentec Landlordism—Disunited Elements—The Duma—Its Parties—The Church—National Characteristics—Drunkenness—The Temperance Edict—Its Hidden Aspects.

Perhaps the least comprehensible feature of the Old Regime to a western mind was the absence of guiding and controlling centres. The aristocracy and the middle classes in England had no corresponding representatives in Russia. Aristocrats there were, owning huge landed estates and enjoying all the privileges of the nobility, such as the right of petition to the Throne and a virtual monopoly of high offices in the civil and military administration, but they had no political power as an aristocracy—only as bureaucrats; and for that reason many of them were not free agents. They were divided into two hostile clans: representatives of bureaucracy on the one side and of the Zemstvos and other local elective bodies on the other side. In the first case they figured as absentee landlords, drawing revenues from their estates, but devoid of direct contact with the peasants; in the second case they formed the moderate wing of a healthy but necessarily weak opposition, including within its ranks the nascent middle class.

Similarly, the middle class, as represented in England, had no corresponding existence. It was not much more numerous than the nobility, and certainly less influential. It included the merchants and the better educated element. But many of the so-called intelligentsia were peasants or

poor Jews who had obtained a university education, losing their original roots in the process, without engrafting themselves solidly upon their new station. From them were recruited most of the revolutionary leaders. Thus neither in the aristocracy nor in the middle class could Russia find a sheet-anchor against the coming storm.

Many of the nobles and gentry espoused the cause of Reform, and, making use of their right of petition, sent remonstrance after remonstrance to the Tsar. But a Congress of Nobles, instituted under bureaucratic and autocratic auspices, invariably succeeded in stifling these isolated voices.

In response to popular clamour and tumult against the abuses revealed during the war with Japan, and in compliance with the demands of constitutional parties supported by the Zemstvo nobles and by a large section of the middle class, the Tsar signed the Manifesto of October 30, 1905, a semi-Constitution perpetuating the autocracy. The first Duma met in April 1906, and thenceforward neither the autocracy nor its bureaucratic agents could altogether still the voice of the people.

Changes introduced in the electoral law restricted the representation of the masses; persistent disregard of the Duma's demands for reform induced apathy and discouragement—which helped the Socialists. But despite its shortcomings as a truly representative body, the Duma continued to show opposition to the autocracy.

political groups and parties that sat in the four Dumas may be stated briefly, as they did not unfortunately succeed in imposing Responsible Government upon the autocracy. The Right was composed of an artificially fostered conglomeration of bureaucrats, clergy, land-

The old Council of State, a consultative assembly nominated from the ranks of the higher bureaucracy by the Tsar, was "modernized" by the addition of an equal number of members elected by the Zemstvos, merchants, and universities, and formed an Upper House, which by the nature of its bureaucratic element provided a specious but imposing Conservative majority.

The depreciated Duma, dominated by a semi-bureaucratic Council, could not serve as a check upon the okhrana. Hence, under the semblance of a Constitution, Russia pursued the old courses of autocracy.

the Winter Palace. There again it met early in August 1914, at the declaration of war. The third occasion followed two years later. Goremykin, an ancient bureaucrat, had returned to office in January 1914, in order to earry out temperance reform. Like Pobednostsev, he regarded Representative Government as a sham and a delusion. His attitude towards the Duma entirely bore out this view. Drunkenness being abolished, he considered other reforms unnecessary. They would have to wait till the war was over, so he told the Duma and then proceeded to give legislators prolonged and frequent holidays.

The same Goremykin had been summoned to succeed Count Witte in 1906 in order to browbeat the first Duma. Nobody was deceived as to the object of his second appearance in the rôle of Prime Minister. But those were the days of enthusiasm and loyalty, aroused by the Great War. Goremykin's prolonged tenure of office did much to quench the Russian spirit. A Progressivist bloc of Constitutional parties in the two Houses sturdily opposed him and outlined a programme of indispensable reforms. Had they been adopted, we should not have had a Revolution in Russia. In the spring of 1916 Goremykin was at last relieved of his duties and succeeded by Stürmer—a terrible disappointment, which was, however, counteracted by the Tsar's appearance in person to open the Duma. Enthusiasm again revived; then people realized that the visit was a lure. And this view was confirmed by the dismissal of M. Sazonov and the further postponement of reforms.

In order to allay the resentment of the Allies over Stürmer's appointment, the Premiership was confided to M. Trepov, an uncle of the young General bearing the same name who had been Commandant of the Palace—an office of great trust and dignity at Court—at the time of the abortive revolution of 1905, and had died somewhat mysteriously after trying to persuade the Emperor
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THE TSAR AND HIS MINISTERS

Left to right; M. Sazonov, Foreign Minister; M. Krivoshein, Minister of Agriculture; M. Bark, Minister of Finance; General Yannshkevich; General Polivanov; Prince Shakhovskoy; The Grand Duke Nicholas; The Tsar; M. Goremykin; Count Freedericks.

to summon a Constitutional Ministry under M. Milinkov, the leader of the Cadet (Constitutional-Democratic) party. M. Trepov had previously been engaged in a laudable but inexperienced attempt to administer the railway system, and had done his best to expedite the construction of the important line connecting the Murman coast with Petrograd and Moscow. He was well-intentioned and honest, but quite incapable of handling the situation under the trammels imposed by the Court.

His first act was to prorogue the Duma—the very worst thing that he could do. Immediately the work-people in Petrograd went out on strike. That was in November 1916. A Reserve regiment, ordered out to quell the strikers, fraternized with them. Most of the men were old factory hands. Cossacks were summoned, but showed no taste for colliding with infantry. Then the Guards came on the scene. The mutineers were surrounded, a few score taken under arrest, some executed, and the remainder of the regiment drafted to the front-Thousands of strikers were sent to the trenches. This should have been an object-lesson for the Government, but they heeded not. Of course the incident was hushed up.

Meanwhile General Polivanov, a capable administrator who had succeeded General Suhomlinov at the War Office when the latter had been dismissed on grave suspicion of laxity, was replaced in March 1916, for no reason except personal disfavour with the Court and Razputin. by General Shuvaiev, Chief of the Commissariat Department, and later by General Beliaev, a Staff functionary.

been deprived of its Patriarch, who enjoyed an amount of influence and independence that did not please the masterful reformer, and its affairs had been placed in commission under a Holy Synod, which in its turn was subjected to the dictatorial powers of the Grand Procurator, an agent of the bureaucracy.

The clergy were divided into parish priests, who had to be married, and monks, who alone could hope to attain the prelacy. The white or parish elergy formed a easte, their cures descending from father to son. They were often only a little less ignorant than the peasants, tilled their own fields, and were given, like their parishioners, to indulgence in strong drink. The villagers respected the priestly office, but could not always respect the individuals. They paid them tithes in kind, unwillingly, and bargained with them for the price of their ministrations.

Among the prelates were men of all classes, peasants and nobles. They included some very high-minded and learned divines like the late Metropolitan of Petrograd, Mgr. Anthony, and the present Bishop of Ufa, Andrew Prince Ukhtomsky. But among them were also many time-servers who subordinated their high calling to purely selfish dictates. The Holy Synod, as it was in

The schism of the Starovéry and Staroobriádtsy (Old Believers and Followers of the Old Rite) dates back to this period. Schismaties in minor points of dogma and ritual, they were Dissenters in the political and some of them also in the ecclesiastical sense. All were opposed to the violent introduction of western, chiefly German, dress, customs, and methods of government carried out by the ruthless Peter. Some adopted their priesthood from the Galician or Bielokrynitsa eparchy; others became bezpopóvtsy (priestless ones), having sought refuge in the castern borderlands, where priests were unavailable. All sturdily refused to shave their beards, accounting it a sin. All were total abstainers, unaddieted to the use of tobacco, and hard-working and thrifty (c. Chapter XXV.). A "reconciliation" between the Old Faith and the Orthodox Church was solemnized in 1907, when the Ukaz on Freedom of Conscience was promulgated. The altars of the Old Believers were then "unsealed" after a lapse of three centuries. The number of adherents of the Old Faith is reputed to be about 20,000,000.

the days of the autocracy, could not afford much scope for anything else.

Monastic life in Russia offered certain advantages to the peasants. They came there in youth to fill menial offices and casually pick up some rudiments of knowledge. In maturer life they went thither on pilgrimages. Some of the monasteries were homes of idleness and its usual accompaniments; others, again, became admirable centres of industry. The Solovetsky monastery, situated on an island in the White Sea, was an example of this kind. Its hard-working inmates created a garden amidst an arctic wilderness. They were excellent husbandmen, dairy farmers, architects and builders, and fishermen. Wild birds and animals were sacred at Solovki and at the Ladoga monastery of Balaam. There I have often watched the seagulls and wildfowl, hares, foxes, and badgers enjoying complete impunity amid the pilgrim and tourist crowds.

The real Russian is naturally good-tempered, kindly, extremely intelligent, and lovable. Qualities of heart perhaps dominate in him over qualities of mind. He is gregarious, sociable, and expansive. He is given to bursts of energy, accomplishing an extraordinary amount of work in a short time, rather than to steady, prolonged labour. The long winter has left a permanent imprint upon him. He is not a hater. He has not even a sense of retributive justice. The peasants would stone a horse-thief caught red-handed, but they would feed and care for him if he recovered. Trial by jury, introduced in the sixtics, invariably led to a verdict of "not guilty." Corporal punishment was not permitted in the schools, and the death penalty was held in abhorrence. The soldiers had always been kind to prisoners. Some regiments did not, it is true, take prisoners, but that was only when they had seen their comrades tortured by the Germans or Hungarians, or when they had been exposed too long to the explosive bullets used by the Austrian Army.

Had he taken the trouble to study the conditions that had prevailed, and still, to a certain extent, prevail in other countries, the ex-Tsar would have understood that a sudden and miraculous cure could not be permanently achieved without first spreading education and enlightenment among the rusties. But he would not listen to the warnings of his able Prime Minister, Count Kokovtsov, who explained to him that any sudden prohibition measure would cripple the Treasury, and in the end fail of its direct purpose. Events subsequently justified the statesman's arguments. Nicholas II—a typical Russian—inclined towards the dictates of a kind heart. He was probably unconscious of the fact that the temperanee plan was being fostered by the Reactionary gang in order to get rid of a liberal-minded Prime Minister, and that

they were leading him (the Tsar) into a trap. Everything seemed at first to accord with the Reactionary scheme. Count Kokovtsov's resignation coincided with the famous edict on temperance at the commencement of 1914. The villages became orderly, peaceful, while deposits in the State savings banks accumulated in unprecedented proportions.

rist, rist, st. tor. tor. tor. tor. tor. tor. tor. to

However, we all blessed the Emperor for his temperance edict when the war began, because it enormously helped the mobilization. Many villages had voluntarily abjured the Monopoly shops. Had drink been procurable in the villages, there would have been delay and trouble. The Government would have closed the liquor shops around the depots under the old system, but all the reservists would have been drunk before they left home and drunk on the way. As it was, only one serious disturbance occurred. At Barnaul, in Siberia, the reservists wandered about the streets. No arrangements had been made for them. In disgust they broke open a vodka store and then proceeded "to paint the town red." Half the houses were burned down.

I must say that the enforced absence of liquor was never complained of by the troops. On every occasion when I visited the trenches the men appeared fully conscious of the great benefits of temperance. Moreover, with the characteristic responsiveness of the Russian, they had appreciated the good intentions of the Little Father and never repined, although there were times and seasons when a vodka ration would have been extremely welcome and useful.



CHAPTER V



RAZPUTINISM AND THE COURT

Belief in "Holy Men"—The Advent of Razputin—Healing the Tsarevich—The Empress's Infatuation—An Anxious Mother—The Tsar and the Dalai Lama—Alexandra's Ambitions—The Weakness of Nicholas II—Razputin Appoints and Dismisses Ministers—"Remarkable Prophecies"—Razputin's Peace Intrigue with Germany—"Removed" by the Army—The Circumstances of Razputin's Death—Protopopov's Madness—The Court at Mogilev.

The Russian was ever a God-secker (bogoiskātel). This trait found its expression in various ways, bad and good — in the formation of quaint seets, some of which, like the abominable khlystý (flagellants) resisted all attempts at conversion; in the schism known as the Old Faith; but above all in the popularity of elders (stártsy), to whom multitudes came seeking light and guidance. It was wonderful how quickly the fame of a "holy man" travelled over the country. People of all classes got to hear of him, and travelled enormous distances to see his face and to receive his blessing. Now, as all seets were banned by the Church, these ghostly comforters generally selected their abode under the protection of some monastery. They signalized themselves by their blamelessness and otherwise. They might be ignorant laymen or learned cleries; it mattered not so long as they had the requisite gifts and qualities. We shall see how this characteristic of Russian life was to affect the whole course of polities and to produce one of the contributory causes of the Revolution

While the semi-sceptical intelligentsia professed disdainful tolerance for all beliefs and the educated classes displayed a widespread laxity of morals—as has been strikingly illustrated in the works of Russian writers they could never attain the profundities of out-and-out scepticism. The lower orders might, and were often, misled by false prophets like the mad monk Heliodorus in Tsaritsyn, who converted his cloister into a revolutionary fortress, or a Father Gapon, who led the workpeople of Petrograd to revolt in 1905, with the connivance of the okhrana; the enlightened classes were equally subject to mistake the false prophet for the true.

Father John of Kronstadt was for many years the leading "holy man" of Russia. He attracted rich and poor, high and low. Through his hands passed a golden stream of charity. Yet he died comparatively poor. It was by his advice that the Emperor and Empress went on a pilgrimage to disinter the remains of Scrafim of Sarov (near Nizhni Novgorod) and beatify that "holy man," in recompense whereof they were to be blessed with the long-awaited Heir to the Throne. The prophecy came true.

Prior to that, a recourse to occult arts, under the guidance of a well-known charlatan named Philippe, had brought about scandalous disappointment. But the Court did not scruple to revert to these practices.

There was a quaint juxtaposition between the departure of Leo Tolstoy, when he felt the approach of death, to seek comfort of a "holy man" in a neighbouring monastery and the circumstances of the first appearance in Petrograd of the notorious Razputin. A peasant of Tobolsk, in Siberia, he had served in a monastery, picking up a smatter of biblical phrases and laying the foundations of his future transformation into a staretz. A wealthy merchant's wife from Moscow "discovered" him during her pilgrimages to the shrines of Siberia, and introduced him to her friends in the great city.

Razputin's real name was Gregory Pianykh (signifying

"of the drunkards"). His inveterate addiction to drink must have been inherited, because family names, adopted among the peasants in recent times, were derived from patronymic or nicknames. But the name Razputin which he assumed was equally malsonant. It signified "the vicious one," or "he of the bad roads." His record in his native village fully justified these appellations. A drunken and abnormally perverted and lazy peasant, and illiterate, he was yet able to impose upon susceptible people by his monastic verbiage, and particularly by a forceful, if brutal, personality.

I saw him once or twice. His face and appearance reminded me of Repin's celebrated painting of John the Terrible, where the tyrant is depicted holding to his breast the bleeding head of the Tsarevich and glaring upward in a frenzy of despair at having murdered his only son. Razputin's face was coarser, less intelligent. But the two men bore a striking resemblance—the mad, vicious, bloodthirsty genius who like Louis XI, alternated between orgies of torture and paroxysms of prayer, exterminated the flower of his aristocracy, yet united his country under one sceptre, and the depraved peasant who was also destined to exert such a fateful influence upon his native land. The Terrible One and the Tobolsk muzhik were east in the same mould, physical and moral. This fact must be appreciated. It was one of the causes of the extraordinary hold which Razputin obtained upon a superstitious Court.

The lure of occultism ever appealed to Nicholas II. By nature sceretive and mistrustful of all who approached him, inherently well-intentioned, devoted to his wife and children, he, like men of weak character, was obstinate, unable to brook dietation or advice. Above all, he was permeated by a profound belief in the sanetity of his mission and office. Any appeal to autocratic prejudice ever found him a ready listener. The Empress unfortunately encouraged rather than corrected these inclinations. Her semi-English, semi-German upbringing had yielded
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GREGORY RAZPUTIN AND HIS "DEVOTERS"

THIS PICTURE WAS SOLD AND DISTRIBUTED IN HUGE NUMBERS DURING THE REVOLUTION

an untoward admixture. She could never identify herself with her adopted people. From the outset of her long sojourn among the Russians she was never liked by them, nor seemed capable of understanding them. But she adopted their superstitions and beliefs. The circumstances under which Alexis was born appear to have left an indelible imprint upon her mind. It was on the Tsarevich's account that she first made the acquaintance of Razputin.

The boy suffered from a bodily ailment, inherited from his mother, transmitted to the male issue, known as hæmophilia, a condition of the blood which might cause danger from a ruptured vein or from a mere nose-bleeding. Picture the unceasing anxiety of this mother about her boy, and remember that in him were centred all the hopes of a great empire; remember also how many girl children she had borne before the arrival of the Heir; take into account the mournful fact that no other children would ever bless her home—this boy was to be the only one and the last; then you begin to perceive an incomplete but faithful image of the Empress. Add to this that she was a proud, aloof, masterful woman, living in the hothouse atmosphere of a semi-Byzantine Court, amid people whom she disliked and distrusted, not over-intelligent, yet convinced of her own political sagacity, imbued by a belief instilled into her by courtiers and cleries that the peasants, whom she did not, could not, know would for ever remain loyal to the Throne—that they were the only sound element in the country.

Razputin's fame as a staretz, who by occult powers could save her boy, appealed to her mother instinct; Razputin's peasant origin enlisted her confidence and political interest. Because Razputin was able by the simple and well-known exercise of animal magnetism to stop nose-bleeding, which the Tsarevich's physicians could not arrest, the Empress was persuaded of his occult powers. He was a "holy man," no matter what evil courses he might pursue or what unkind people might

say of him. The charlatan's boastful announcement that the boy's life depended upon him was accepted as an inspired utterance. He became the privileged libertine of the Court. Worse still, his word—the artless expression of a loyal peasant—carried weight in the highest counsels. As the years went by he became more impudent, more interfering, and more dangerous.

Remonstrances reached the Emperor's ears. Among his oldest courtiers were men who saw the danger and had the courage to speak out. Nicholas II always turned the conversation by saying: "These are my private affairs, and they are nobody's concern except mine." In vain it was represented to him that Razputin was interfering in affairs of State, that he was the tool of alien influences, that he was discrediting the Monarchy by scandalous boasts indulged in openly by him during his bouts of drunkenness and debauch. The Emperor treated, or affected to treat, all these attempts to oust the charlatan as an unwarrantable invasion of his domestic life. Presumably he had tried to remonstrate with his wife about the man, and had encountered such opposition that he had decided to tolerate Razputin rather than further incense the Empress. To one old General of my acquaintance, who had ventured to bring up the sore question, he said: "I prefer five Razputins to one hysterical woman."

Occasionally the staretz went to visit his wife and children in Tobolsk. He had built a gorgeous hut for them. There he flaunted himself in silk shirt, velvet sharovary (pantaloons), and patent leather boots—the acme of muzhik dandyism. The peasants could not but feel flattered that one of themselves should have become so rich and powerful. The local authorities, lay and clerical, paid court to him. In Petrograd hope arose each time that he had gone for good. But he came back more impudent than ever. One of his daughters was placed by the Empress in a school reserved for nobles, and became engaged to an officer. His house in Petrograd

was besieged by callers, high and low, asking for official favour and bringing presents. A few words serawled by Razputin to a Minister would bring immediate results.

Razputin kept a sort of debit and credit account with high functionaries. If they did what he wanted, he would return the favour. Ministers always needed a friend at Court. Some were too squeamish about accepting Razputin's overtures, others dared even to resist. They invariably suffered. M. Samarin, a distinguished public man belonging to the Conservative party, had undertaken to restore the shattered prestige of the Church by accepting the post of Grand Procurator of the Holy Synod. He was summarily dismissed for "coldness" towards one of Razputin's protégés who had been made a bishop. General Djunkovsky, chief of the all-powerful okhrana, kicked Razputin out of his office when he came in unbidden to present some impertinent request. He was immediately deprived of his post. No Minister's career, no woman's honour, were safe from the enterprise of the "holy man."

The newspapers had, of course, been forbidden to mention Razputin, but in covert ways, using subterfuges which were understood by their readers, they kept the initiated public aware of all that went on. If the Emperor could have heard what was being said by his faithful and loyal subjects about Razputin's connection with the Court, he might have risked even an open rupture with his Consort to save the Monarchy. Officers and Generals at the Front often discussed the scandal with me in such a tone that I felt sure had Razputin ever ventured to come near the Army he would have been killed. The Grand Duke Nicholas, when he was Generalissimo, openly announced his intention of hanging Razputin if he ever got hold of him. (That was perhaps the main cause of the Grand Duke's transfer to the Caucasus.)

All this was bad enough, but it was not yet irreparable. Soon, however, the scandal became known to the common people, and the autocracy became discredited. So also

Unfortunately the Emperor did not understand what was happening. He heard of these manifestations from the okhrana and other interested parties, who coloured them to suit their own purposes. The campaign against Razputin was represented as a malicious intrigue which could be checked only by further police measures, a symptom of revolution which could be doctored only by repression.

The influence of the Empress had for many years estranged the best Russians from the Court. Naturally a sociable man, given to conviviality, Nicholas II had to fall back upon the company of persons who were approved by his Consort. He had no continuous, healthy touch with his subjects. During recent years the Sovereigns lived in retirement. Most of the Tsar's huge revenues were swallowed up for the maintenance of innumerable palaces and retainers; the residue was invested in the War Loans. (Hence the Tsar had to be careful about expenditure. He was poorer than many of the Grand Dukes, or even his own children.)

Razputin's power grew. The highest appointments were within his gift. A word from him to the Empress and Ministers were dismissed or nominated, probably without the Emperor knowing whence the recommendation came

1 Even purely Court functions and entertainments had been given up. The last "function" that the author remembers was given on the occasion of the young Grand Duchess Marie Pavlovna's marriage to a Swedish Prince at Tsarskoe Selo—a marriage that ended in a divorce.

Khvostov and his nominal subordinate, Beletsky, then chief of the okhrana, were engaged in a duel at cross-purposes for the possession of the Empress's letters to Razputin, which had been abstracted by a brother "saint." The Minister sent funds to Norway to secure the documents, but the emissary with the papers was "intercepted" by Beletsky, who thought he would thereby earn Razputin's gratitude and oust his superior. Beletsky overreached himself, however, and was relegated to the Governor-Generalship of Irkutsk.

This state of affairs grew worse when the Emperor, acting under his wife's influence, decided in an ill-fated moment to assume personal command of the armies. Delighted to be at the Front together with his boy among his soldiers, away from the hateful worries of Tsarskoc and Petrograd, Nicholas II thus relinquished the reins of government to Alexandra, with consequences that might be foreseen. Razputin and his clique did exactly what they pleased. The "holy man" had visions which were interpreted as guides to policy. As a matter of fact they suited the interests, not of Russia, but of Germany, whence they in all probability emanated.

Some years before, the late Count Witte,1 who had never been a friend of England, was asked for an "interview" by the Cologne Gazette to justify Razputin in the eyes of the German public. The staretz himself declared soon after the war began that had he not been absent in Tobolsk at the time he would never have allowed Russia to fight, and predicted misfortune because he had not been consulted. The fatherly tone adopted by

A talented Minister who had played a foremost part in the promotion of Russian industries, the originator of the spirit monopoly and currency reform, chief negotiator of the Treaty of Peace with Japan and Prime Minister during the uprising of 1905.

Wilhelm to Nieholas in the messages which they exchanged on the eve of war argued a degree of assurance in the power of Germany's influence at the Russian Court, and subservience thereto on the part of Nieholas, which reveals consciousness of a very powerful hand being exerted at Tsarskoe in the interests of Germany and "peace." But that influence, or rather the agency through which it had been working, was too far away in Siberia. Later we knew that the Emperor had at the last moment countermanded his own order for a general mobilization, but the Staff could not stop it. Berlin, of course, distorted this fact, attempting to attribute the origin of this war to incompetent and disobedient Generals. But doubtless the "holy man" had something to do with the counter-orders.

While the Emperor remained in supreme command of the armies, some of the most important ministries were being confided to men who had notoriously acted in the interests of Germany. Thus M. Sazonov, who had succeeded M. Izvolsky at the Foreign Office and loyally developed the Entente policy, was suddenly (July 1916), and without any avowable cause, supplanted by M. Stürmer, an old bureauerat of Austrian origin, who, moreover, wielded the Premiership. His ultra-reactionary and pro-German antecedents were only too well known. He had been singled out on the recommendation of Razputin's friends. He took his orders from the Empress. The British Government showed its disapproval of this extraordinary procedure by demonstratively bestowing the Grand Cross of the Bath upon M. Sazonov.

Next came the appointment of M. Protopopov to the Home Office. He was a prominent public man who had suddenly displayed marked pro-German sympathies. Returning with a Legislative Delegation from Paris to Petrograd, he arranged a secret meeting with some German emissaries in Stockholm with a view to discussing peace terms. Soon after his arrival in Russia he was honoured by an Imperial audience. A fortnight spent with Raz-

putin in a round of restaurant orgies had brought him his opportunity. Afterwards it transpired that he was bankrupt and suffering from an incurable disease which affected his mind. (Later he had to be placed in a lunatic asylum.) The appointment of this broken-down, half-crazed adventurer was flaunted by the agents of the autocracy as a gracious concession to the Duma, of which he had been vice-president in his sane and prosperous days. This Protopopov was to play a fateful part in the Revolution.

All Russia loathed Razputinism, and turned her countenance from the Emperor, who had not sufficient strength to put an end to the scandal. The murder of Gríshka (a contemptuous diminutive of his Christian name) 1 was talked of long before it took place. And its occurrence probably stimulated the revolutionary outburst which followed two and a half months later. The Army had more particularly felt the harm and ignominy of Razputinism, and it was the Army that finally "removed" him. Young Guardsmen, including Prince Felix Yusupov and his kinsman, the Grand Duke Dmitry Pavlovich, and a Conservative Deputy named Purishkevich, who had been in charge of relief work at the Front, were present at a supper in the Yusupov Palace on the Moika Canal in Petrograd, to which Razputin was lured by the promise of meeting some fair guests. In his cups he, as usual, boasted of his complete dominion over the Court, and revealed pretty clearly his traitorous associations. "Peace will soon be proclaimed," he boasted; "I am attending to it."

whence the body had been flung. So the police were on the look-out. Sure enough, here it was found and conveyed to a mortuary. I read the secret report of the post-mortem examination. It described the body as that of a man of over forty-five years of age, normally constituted.

The Empress, maddened by grief and anger, came from Tsarskoe disguised as a sister of mercy, and together with Protopopov visited the mortuary, where she convinced herself that the "saint" was really dead. She was more than ever convinced that he was a "saint," because the arms were crossed. She had ordered the arrest of her nephew Dmitry, and had summoned the Emperor. Prince Felix had made his escape to the Crimea. Purishkevich had returned to the Front. The Emperor came to Tsarskoe, exiled his nephew to Persia himself went back to the Front, and the affair was hushed app. The body was quietly buried in a secret place in Tsarskoe Park.

Protopopov, who had been displaying unmistakable signs of mental derangement, came often to condole with the Empress. During his visits he was subject to hallucinations, imagining that the "saint" was holding converse with him. "See, there he is," he would exclaim, stretching out his arms to empty space. "Our blessed one beckons. He is talking. He wishes me to tell you that dire misfortune will befall Russia because he was martyred. Woe unto us! Woe unto us!" And then, the vision ended, Protopopov and the Empress would talk about their lost one. She would recall the circumstances of her first meeting with the "saint." It was eight years earlier. They had been yachting in the Gulf. Wilhelm had come to visit them at Biorke Sound, near Vyborg. She grew reminiscent.

She related how Nieholas had signed a secret treaty with him earlier—in 1905—that would make war with France impossible. That funny old Admiral Birilev, who could crow like a cock—almost as funny as Minister

Maklakov, who could tell such amusing stories, and General Sukhomlinov, a born actor—well, Birilev countersigned it without knowing what was inside. But later the signature of the Minister of Marine had to be endorsed by the Prime Minister, and that was that horrid Witte. He would have nothing to do with the secret treaty, so it lapsed, and he frightened Nicholas into signing the Manifesto and summoning the Duma.

Of course, Protopopov had sat in the Duma afterwards, but none the less, as Protopopov must admit, the Duma was the cause of all this trouble. And how much better it would have been to avoid the war. Oh! Wilhelm knew and foresaw everything so well. He had stood by them during the Japanese conflict. He was a real friend, although he had been very rude sometimes since the war began. She could even forgive his advice to be on good terms with the Duma. But then he did not know the Russians. Why, it was impossible to give them any liberties. They were not civilized. As for those impudent relations, the Grand Dukes, and the Society people in Petrograd, they were an idle pack, dissolute, ignorant, able to play bridge, and capable of nothing else. Yet they had had the impertinence to come to her with remonstrances, as if they knew anything about politics, while she (Alexandra) was doing everything to save the country!

Well, to return to "our beloved saint," it was at Biorke that five-year-old Alexis, skipping about the yacht, fell and bruised himself. Chagin, the captain of the Standart, could never get over that affair. We know he afterwards shot himself, and people talked so much disgusting nonsense about it. Alexis kept his hurt to himself. A tumour formed on the groin, and he was given up for lost. Then Elizabeth had sent Grisha from Moscow. He was

Returning then through Germany, Count Witte was received with Imperial honours at Potsdam. The Kaiser presented him with his portrait bearing a mysterious date. "You will know what it means when you see the Tsar," he said. It was the date of the secret treaty—the "Nicky" and "Willi" treaty.
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staying in her monastery. The "saint" appeared, and since then the boy had been saved, and she (Alexandra) had daily prayed for Grisha.

Protopopov would take up the parable. "Our holy one" had ever foretold coming events with clear-sighted perspicacity. He was conscious of his exalted mission. Did the lady recall his prophecy when an abominable peasant girl in Siberia had stuck a knife into him? Everybody was so delighted, and hoped he would not recover. He was himself that way inclined in those benighted days. That was a month or so before the war. Grisha did recover. He said: "My blood has been shed, and,
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CHAPTER XI



THE REVOLUTION

Marm Signals—Kerensky discloses Revolutionary Plans—A wellorganized Movement—"Peaceful" Demonstrations—"No Bread" a Pretext—The Duma "Used"—A Diary of the Crucial Days—Protopopov's Gunners—Mutiny of the Guards —Preobrazhentsy support Rodzianko—Last Appeals to the Tsar—The Provisional Committee—Socialists show their Hand —The Soviet—Divided Authority—"Ideals" and "Loot."

We have now passed in review all the principal elements of the situation as it presented itself to the initiated observer of Russian affairs in March 1917. If the reader has patiently followed the unravelling of this tangled skein, he will be able to understand the causes and the consequences of the Revolution. He will be familiar with the character of the forces that were then let loose, and note without surprise the form and manner in which they were exerted. Above all he will bear in mind that revolution had long been fermenting, that it had a whole army of adherents among soldiers and civilians, and that the country had been engaged for two and a half years in a mismanaged and unsuccessful war.

Some months before the Revolution I paid a short visit to the Front and visited the men of a regiment with whom I had previously been in action. The officers were as keen as ever, and delighted to see an English friend.

The men appeared to be less cheerful than I had been accustomed to find them. On returning to Headquarters I was asked by a friend who held high office: "How did you find the men?" And when I looked at him questioningly, he added: "Were they in good spirits?" I answered that there had seemed to me to be a decline. "Ah!" was the brief but significant commentary. My friend had carefully perused the weekly reports sent by regimental commanders about the feeling among their troops and the military censor's reviews of soldiers' letters to their homes; it was important for him to hear the opinion of a disinterested outsider. The gloomier tone of these communications—then unknown to me—was thus confirmed by my impressions. The causes of this change will be fully explained. I allude to this incident because it serves to emphasize the significance of a certain decline in moral among the troops at the Front some little time before the Revolution broke out.

to attend the jubilee of a great Russian publisher, Ivan Dmitrievich Sytin, who began life as a peasant-boy hawking pictures and tracts in the villages and had built up one of the greatest printing and publishing houses in the world, with a million-circulation newspaper, the Russkoe Slovo, and many millions of popular publications to its credit. "All Moscow" was present at the eclebration. I was struck by the immense cheering that greeted my reference to British sympathy with Russia's progress "on the path of freedom," and painfully impressed by the speeches of the workmen. Responding to M. Sytin's generous donations to his employees, amounting to several hundreds of thousands of roubles, and the foundation of schools, hospitals, and other institutions for their especial benefit, the spokesman of the printing staff bluntly said: "Ivan Dmitrievich, we do not thank you. We accept your offerings, and we have to say only this, that you should have made them long ago." It was a brutal and altogether un-Russian utterance. Everybody under-

stood that it had been prearranged "elsewhere," and that it was delivered "according to plan" for the benefit of the Socialist gallery in Petrograd. The impending outbreak of revolution was evidently suspected by, if not known to, the workmen.

A speech delivered by M. Kerensky in the Duma explained the tone of the Moscow workmen. In the smother of subsequent events it was unheeded at the time, except by the okhrana, which wanted to arrest and impeach him. Speaking two weeks before the outbreak in his usual hysterical and gesticulatory manner, the Socialist-Revolutionary chieftain announced the approach of upheaval. "Its lightnings already illumine the horizon," he cried. It was an indiscreet utterance. It hinted all too clearly that he and his associates were organizing and fomenting the outbreak.

The rest of his speech contained a precise indication of the programme that had been decided upon by the Socialists in regard to the war: "We think that the man-power and material resources of this country are exhausted, and that the time has come to prepare for a termination of the European conflict. It must be settled on a basis of self-definition of all nationalities. All Governments must forgo to the same extent their Imperialistic aims."

There was no room for misapprehension. The indication of coming internal strife, the intention of the Revolutionaries to conclude peace, and the unwholesome allusion to the Allies afforded an epitome of the revolutionary plan.

apathy of the villagers, the Socialists had decided to give battle with much greater forces than in 1905, and, in view of the discontent and unpreparedness of the Moderate elements, all the chances of success. Protopopov knew of their plans from the okhrana, and, however insanely blind he might have been, knew also that the odds were against him. To imagine that he "provoked" the Revolution would be to accept a palpable absurdity. He was not yet a lunatic, and nothing short of complete insanity could have impelled him into such courses. He knew that the Socialists were prepared; he knew also that the garrison was doubtful. That had been demonstrated during the November strikes. And that alone was the explanation of his enrolling thousands of policemen with fabulous pay, amounting to £10 per diem, and arming them with machine guns. He knew that there was no other reliable means of stemming a Socialist revolt until reinforcements should come from the Front. That he had misled the Tsar as to the efficacy of these measures cannot, however, be disputed.

The Socialists waited merely for an opportunity to launch their attack. On February 27th, while Kerensky was making his speech in the Duma, "peaceful" Labour demonstrations began in the streets. The effect of these parades became apparent some days later. People waiting for bread and provisions grew more restive. On Wednesday, March 7th, an old woman indignantly broke a baker's window. Others followed her example. Some looting occurred. Cossack patrols appeared in the streets. But no collisions took place. The people remained quiet. Unrest was, however, visibly growing.

Next day more bakeries were stormed, chiefly in the Vyborg quarter, where a large number of mills and factories concentrated an almost exclusively working-class population. Huge crowds appeared in the streets. The workmen were invading the city. More Cossaeks appeared on the scene. There was sporadic firing, apparently by workmen, but no serious conflicts. The Government
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THE CRY FOR "LAND AND FREEDOM"

Typical scene around the Duma during the early days of the Revolution. The crowd is standing under the falling snow in the courtyard of the Tauris Palace

evidently became much alarmed, for during the day General Habalov, Commander-in-Chief of the Garrison, explained that flour was arriving regularly and being supplied to the bakers, and that there should be enough bread for everybody. Suspicion was thus east upon the bakers, who were already in disfavour, and many of whom promptly closed up their businesses.

Later in the day I read a notice in the newspaper windows in the Nevsky stating that the Government had decided to take urgent measures, that a conference with representatives of the Duma, the Zemstvos, and other public bodies would be convened on March 9th (the following day), and that everything would be done to settle the food erisis. Anything more fatuous could not be conceived. Here was a patent confession of laxity. Whom was it expected to satisfy? The Socialists, who had already made up their minds for revolution, or the dissatisfied "man in the street," who did not want revolution, but pined for relief from an incapable Government. However, "At last they are going to act. Let us hope it will not be too late!" Such was the tenor of comment in the Nevsky.

On the Friday morning the police tried to confine the workmen within their quarters, especially on the Vyborg side of the Neva, but they made long détours, crossed over the ice, and made their way into the Nevsky. A good deal of shopbreaking occurred in the outlying districts. The central portions of the city remained quiet. Traffic became difficult, owing to the crowded state of the thoroughfares. Cossacks charged up and down the Nevsky without using sabres or knouts. The crowds cheered them. Very few policemen were visible. A few red flags appeared; on the other hand, loyal songs resounded. Besides the Revolutionaries there were many people in the streets who had no sympathy or connection with militant Socialism.

In the Tauris Palace, Deputies talked long about the food crisis. M. Rittich, the Minister of Agriculture,

argued fervently in defence of his own acts. He had been saddled with an impossible task. Such measures as had been taken were not sufficiently supported by the people who were chiefly concerned. This was a direct hit at the Zemstvos and other public organizations. There was some truth in what he said. A certain amount of "passive resistance" had been shown, with a view, probably, to force the Government to capitulate to the Zemstvos. But this was not the time to raise such questions. Everybody agreed that the situation had reached a critical point. And the hope of the Moderate parties lay in the measures promised at the eleventh hour by the Government, with the concurrence of the Duma and the Zemstvos.

On Saturday the crowds were more numerous than ever. Looting of bakeries continued. The workmen again came into the city, although armed resistance was shown by the police and the gendarmes. In order to safeguard the munition works from possible injury by strikers, the Government ventured to order out troops, who up to this time had been confined to their barracks. At one of the cartridge factories the strikers shot a young subaltern. His men did not retaliate. They had relatives amongst the strikers. In other cases the soldiers fired a few rounds. Most of the troops and the Cossacks were obviously disinclined to be rough with the people. It was becoming evident that the workmen acted under orders from a revolutionary organization. Nearly all of them were employed in the output of munitions or war supplies, and as such were in receipt of bread rations. They were consequently better off than the ordinary inhabitant, yet they were creating the greatest amount of disorder. Some policemen and gendarmes were killed in the mill districts

The Duma again discussed the food crisis. At the conference with the Government on the preceding night the fullest information had been obtained regarding the situation, and M. Nekrasov, a prominent Cadet Deputy

from Siberia and an authority on railway matters, told the House, of which he was Vice-President, that in his opinion there was good hope of solving the difficulty, which was mainly one of transport. He announced that the Government had agreed to hand over the whole business of food supply to the Zemstvos and municipalities. Here was a great and undoubted victory. The Government had always refused to make this concession, holding—and rightly so—that it would lead to further and larger measures of responsible administration.

Instead of taking the people into their confidence and explaining the situation to them, the Government, feeling satisfied that enormous concessions had been made, decided to take "a strong line." On the Sunday morning, posters at all the street corners informed the inhabitants that all gatherings would be dispersed by force of arms. At once things assumed an ugly look. Up to this point the great majority of the civilians and soldiers, and even the workmen, had no idea that a revolution was inevitable, and actually in process of development. There had been a few people killed; more police than civilians. But when the soldiers appeared in the Nevsky with orders to fire on the crowd, some alarm arose. Nevertheless, it being a fine day, large numbers of people resorted to this popular promenade, undeterred by the stoppage of the tram service.

Protopopov had succumbed to nervous prostration on the Saturday, and remained hidden in his official residence on the Fontanka Canal, flanked by the Police Department and the Gendarmeric. Thence he was in communication by tel phone with the Empress at her residence in Tsarskoe Selo, fifteen miles south of Petrograd, and the Empress could telephone by means of a special wire direct to the Tsar's Headquarters at Mogiley, some three hundred miles further south.

There appears to be no foundation for the report that the Sovereigns were unable to obtain information about events in the Capital up to this stage. On the contrary, both knew what was going on, and they were quite prepared for an outbreak. They knew much more than the public in Petrograd or even the Duma (excepting the Socialists) could know about revolutionary plans and about the unreliability of the garrison, but they trusted in Protopopov's police, and never imagined that events would develop too rapidly to enable them to bring up reinforcements in time. What is more, they were quite aware of the use that the Revolutionaries intended to make of the Duma.

Already the "peaceful" Labour demonstrations on February 27th, when the Duma opened, had indicated the revolutionary plan, and Kerensky's speech confirmed their suspicions. Prince Golitsyn had, therefore, been furnished with an undated ukaz of prorogation, which he could publish as soon as matters began to assume a critical form. Herein lies the explanation of what then appeared to be an incomprehensible measure. The Government had given way to the Duma on Friday evening, yet on Sunday it decided to crush resistance and to close the Duma, realizing somewhat tardily that the Socialists meant to use the Duma as their rallying point and battle-cry. Either because "stern measures" had been decided upon or by some blunder, the bridges had not been closed that morning. So the crowds were very great.

Platoons of guardsmen were posted along this thoroughfare, extending two miles in a straight line from the Admiralty to the Nieholas railway station, and shortly before three o'clock they began to clear the street. But the crowds did not seem to mind. There was no roughness on either side. People moved away and cheered the soldiers. A company of the Pavlovsky Guards, drawn up at the corner of the Sadovaia, then opened fire up the Nevsky in the direction of the Aniehkov Palace and the Fontanka, beyond which stood the Anglo-Russian Red Cross Hospital (Dmitri Palace). Some firing eame also from the housetops, and one guardsman fell.

This company was marehed to its barracks on the Field of Mars, near the British Embassy. The men had not had any food all day. When they were approaching their quarters they found another crowd barring the way. The officer ordered them to fire a volley. They did so. But the men aimed high, so that only a few people were wounded. Stopping to care for them, the company commander sent his men home, and at this moment was attacked and severely wounded by two men, apparently disguised, one as a student, the other as an officer. The assailants jumped into a sleigh and vanished, and at the same time shots rang out from the roofs and garrets of surrounding houses and from the adjoining Church of St. Saviour, creeted on the site where Alexander II had been assassinated.

And then followed the unexpected. As soon as the Pavlovtsy entered their barrack-yard, recriminations began among them. One of the men had recognized his own mother amid the slain. Another wanted to know who had fired from the housetops and killed one of their comrades. "It is the police," was the unanimous verdict. "They are provoking bloodshed. They have betrayed us." Revolutionary sympathizers fed the flame. The



110 "DEMOCRACY," "SOCIALISM," "FREEDOM"

whole company decided not to obey orders, but to side with the people. General Habalov was immediately informed of what was transpiring, and loyal troops were sent to surround the mutineers. But the latter had their rifles and ammunition, and it was decided not to resort to extreme measures. The company remained within its quarters. Some of the men ventured out and were arrested. On the following day this company was to be joined by others and to play a part in the rapid success of the Revolution.

That Sunday afternoon Sir G. Buchanan returned from a few days' sojourn in Finland and heard the first news of trouble. Later, a number of our submarine reliefs came in from Archangel. The men could not understand what was happening in the city.

More blood was spilt some hours later around the Nicholas station. Enormous crowds debouched from the Nevsky and Ligovskaia, surging around the great equestrian statue of Alexander III. The station square was an important strategical point guarding railway communications with Moscow, and down the Nevsky, with all the important Ministries. Here Protopopov had installed hundreds of machine guns and policemen on the surrounding houses. A commissary of police who was in charge of the men below found himself jostled. He spoke rudely to an officer who happened to be in the crowd. An altercation ensued. The officer drew his sword and cut down the policeman. Immediately the crowd seized the body and tore it to pieces. Then the secreted maxims sent forth a stream of bullets. Firing resounded on all sides. Soldiers directed their rifles at the housetops. Cossaeks joined in. It was a veritable pandemonium. Scores of people and soldiers were killed, hundreds wounded. This proved to be the most sanguinary episode in the Revolution.

I had been an eye-witness of some acts in the Pavlovsky tragedy. I now tried to make my way to the Nicholas station. Firing could be heard in the Nevsky. Lines

of soldiers were blazing away at each other, not knowing who was friend, who enemy. Later, I made another effort to pass. The street was quiet and deserted. Burly guardsmen held it from end to end with orders to let no one pass. The great thoroughfare was lit up by powerful searchlights from the Admiralty tower, street lamps having been smashed by the hail of bullets. It recalled the stormy days of 1905, when the whole city was plunged in darkness. Neither electric light nor water supply had been cut off, however. The Revolutionaries had learned a lesson then.

The Government now began to feel some resentment at the delay in rendering them efficient counsel and assistance from Tsarskoe or Headquarters. On Sunday evening they almost decided to resign, but Beliaev had received a brief message from the Tsar, ordering him "to hold on," and informing him that troops were coming and that General Ivanov had been sent as Dietator. Later it was rumoured that Protopopov had been dismissed and that the Tsar himself would arrive on Tuesday. As a result of the deliberations in the Duma on Saturday it had been decided to hasten an Emergency Food Bill, embodying the new scheme of Zemstvo organization to which the Government had agreed, and a Committee on this Bill was sitting at the Tauris Palace throughout Sunday. All the Deputies who could reach the Duma were also assembled there. They brought lurid accounts of all that had been happening throughout the day. The impression in the lobbies was one of intense excitement. The workmen refused to resume their duties until bread could be procured in abundance. There was evidence of a growing conflict between the police and the garrison.

I The War Minister

Condition serious, anarchy in the Capital. Government paralysed. Transport of food and provisions has entirely broken down. General discontent is growing. Disorderly firing is proceeding in the streets. Sections of troops are firing on one another. It is necessary to summon quickly persons enjoying the confidence of the country to form a new Government. Delay is impossible. Every delay is fatal. I pray God that a share of the responsibility may not fall on the crowned head.

Afterwards I learned from a friend at General Head-quarters that this message did not reach the Emperor. It was "intercepted" by the Palace Commandant, General Voyéikov, who decided apparently that it was not worth while to bother the Tsar with fresh and impertinent demands for Responsible Government at a time when he was already much worried by events in Petrograd. To the courtier's mind Rodzianko, although a personage holding Court rank, was unconsciously lending himself to the designs of the Revolutionaries at a time when all loyal subjects should rally round the Throne. But the Tsar knew already that the situation was critical, although he did not realize how desperate it was. Anyhow, he could not answer the message, as he did not receive it. But all this was, of course, unknown to the Duma, and the Tsar's silence placed him in a bad light. Members decided to pass the night in the Tauris Palace against any emergency. So ended the first day of the Revolution properly speaking.

On Monday morning Golitsyn earried out the Government's decision to prorogue the Duma. It is said that he made a mistake in filling in the date of the Imperial ukaz, and that it was marked March 11th instead of March 12th. It was placarded on the doors of the Palace, and there the Deputies found it in the early hours of Monday. It intimated briefly that the sessions of both Houses were prorogued for a month, "unless important circumstances should intervene."

The impression produced thereby was one of stupor and indignation. How could the Government thus cut itself adrift from the accredited representatives of the
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the wit of man to comprehend. Previous utterances in the House discrediting the Court confirmed the worst suspicions. M. Miliukov, the Cadet leader, had openly accused the Empress of promoting a separate peace with Germany. The Black Hundreds had urged that it was "better to compromise with the external for rather than lose everything to the Revolutionaries."

The persistent refusal of the Tsar to accede to demands for the summoning of a "Government enjoying the confidence of the country"—a demand that had been endorsed by the Upper House and even by the Nobles' Congress—lent colour to other suspicions, that the Court party was seeking to provoke a revolution in order to have an excuse for concluding a separate peace. This suspicion had been so prevalent throughout Russia that repeatedly my Russian friends had asked me: "Is it true that there is a secret clause in Russia's agreement with the Entente Powers by which she resumes her freedom of action in the event of internal troubles?" M. Miliukov called attention to the formidable military preparations made by Protopopov. "We know now why he asked for £5,000,000 in January. It was to proclaim war on the people!" he cried. All these accumulated feelings of distrust, however unwarranted they might have been by the real facts of the situation, aroused resentment of the intensest kind and prompted immediate action.

When the sun rose on these fateful events the Government still held most of the trump cards. Not a single regiment had mutinied yet, and the Old Regime had at its disposal enormous stores of arms and ammunition. It had the fortress and the arsenal, and commanded every important street and bridge with guns and maxims, and all the telegraphs and railways. The bridges were closed and the workmen cut off. But as the soldiers were "doubtful," Habalov lent himself to a "brilliant idea," emanating from the half-crazed Minister: to

dress up the police as soldiers. In that way the police would be safe from the crowd and from the troops. They would fire all right. And so everybody would be impressed by the "loyalty" of the garrison, and there would not be any risk of a scandalous refusal on the part of the soldiers to do their duty. Policemen were hurriedly supplied with brown-grey instead of black overcoats, and grey sheepskin headgear, cartridge holsters, and army rifles. It was difficult to distinguish them from ordinary infantrymen. They sallied forth in the mill districts and did much execution, especially on the Vyborg side. The rattle of musketry and machine guns resounded thence all through the morning.

But Protopopov's ruse did not save the situation. (It was soon afterwards detected and led to wholesale extermination of the police.) The revolutionary spirit quickly spread among the units quartered around the Duma and on the Vyborg side. Here the 1st and 180th Reserve Regiments, largely recruited from the local population, had already shown evidence of disaffection in November 1916. Some of them now joined their relations among the strikers. Armed parties captured the arsenal on the north side of the river, and having distributed rifles to the crowd, forced the Liteiny Bridge. There they easily took possession of the Artillery Department, looting it of stores and arms.

Meanwhile the Guards battalions in the Kirochnaia, a street leading from the Liteiny Prospect to the Tauris Gardens behind the Duma, had mutinied, one after another, amid scenes of the greatest atrocity. Some of the men in the Litovsky Guards (which with the Volhynsky regiment formed one of the two Guards Brigades previously stationed in Warsaw) had agreed during the night to mutiny and to murder their officers. At early morning parade they turned out as usual and lined up
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AN ENGLISHMAN'S CONVERSATIONS WITH RUSSIAN SOLDIERS

(Translated from the "Army Gazette," South-Western Front, December 1915.)

During his visit to the armies of the South-Western Front, the correspondent of The Times, Mr. R. A. Wilton, in the course of his conversations with the soldiers related what had been done by the British Allies during the war and how they understand and appreciate the achievements of their Russian comrades. He regretted that he could not visit other units, and begged that the soldiers should read the following text of his conversation with one of the training units. Having greeted them, our English guest said:—

Bratsy (little brothers), I have come to you as your guest, invited by your chiefs and authorized to go about amongst you and to relate to my fellow-countrymen how you live and how you fight. Thanks to a residence of many years in Russia, I am able to speak to you in a way that you can all understand. It gives me particular pleasure to be able to speak to you thus, and to have an opportunity to greet the gallant Russian troops. It has been my good fortune to visit many parts of your battle line and to see your comrades in the trenches, in action, at rest, and at drill, and I consider it a particular privilege to be able to tell you what I have seen and heard. You will soon be distributed among various units as non-commissioned officers, and perhaps you will remember my words and pass them on to your subordinates.
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you remain in ignorance about your friend and brother, even if he lives in a far-away land? So here I have come to you, and have brought you tidings of your friends, thinking that they will gladden you.

You know we English people live on islands. You can go nowhere from our country, save in a ship. That is why we have so many sailors. For us the sea is a great highway, over which we can bring all we want and send our goods to other countries. That is how we lived. No enemy could come to us. To make quite sure we kept strong ships and guarded the peace on the ocean, and we had a very small army on land, because we did not want to offend any one, but only to protect our native land.

One Power had long troubled us. That was Germany, with her assistant, Austria. Every year they became more and more aggressive. It displeased them very much when the Russians, the French, and the English began to be friendly among themselves, and they tried in every way to stir up a quarrel between us; but we became friends all the more, hoping that our union might induce the Germans to keep quiet. But we did not know the Germans. We could not believe that a whole nation could act like beasts of prey, thirsting to subdue the whole world.

What were we English people to do? Were we to sit at home under the firm protection of our Navy? The Germans said to us: "Sit still, we will not touch you. Let us only overwhelm France and vanquish Russia, and then we can share the spoils. You and we shall have dominion together over the whole world." But the Germans made a great mistake. They, themselves, were acting dastardly, and they had reckoned that we would behave in the same manner. But their wickedness revolted us. Our nation, brothers, quickly realized what had to be done. We could not leave our Russian friends, and the French, in the lurch. And here were the Germans offering an ignoble bargain, which meant that they themselves were afraid. All England was stirred. But how could we stave off the evil? We had a tiny Army. We had no military service, because we had a strong Fleet and were surrounded by the seas. Our soldiers were all volunteers. Altogether, we had not more than six corps. And that was not the worst. We had not sufficient trained men and also there were no stores and equipment. Yet the need was very great. The majority of the Germans had flung themselves upon the French Army and might pierce it, capture the capital, and break any further resistance. Several corps had to be sent at once in order to reinforce the French left wing, and at the same time sufficient men had to be drafted in order to make good our losses and also to provide the cadres for the formation of new units. All this we did.

A hundred thousand of our soldiers were at once sent across the sea to France and bore the brunt of an attack from several times their number of Germans, and although many of our soldiers fell on the field of honour we held good, and having replenished our ranks we even drove the Germans back, till finally, side by side with the gallant French Army, we placed a firm barrier to any further movement on the part of the enemy into France. The time had now come to form our new regiments. The youth of England, high and low, had promptly responded to the need of our friends, the Russians and the French. Even the old men wanted to fight. We had to place restrictions upon the enlistment of volunteers, yet during the first year of the war about three millions voluntarily entered our Army.

You remember how you yourselves were called to the colours, and how you had to pass through various stages; how you were clothed, quartered, attached to various units; how you were drilled and armed, and how at last you came to be selected for the non-commissioned officers' training corps. But we had neither barracks, nor recruiting stations, nor forwarding depots. All these had to be created. It is not long since you have entered the Army, but you have made remarkable progress. You know that for this you must thank your officers, who have worked regardless of self in order to make good soldiers of you. What could you have done without your officers? We had, first of all, to find officers. There were enough for 250,000 soldiers, although many of them were killed in the first battles. But we had to find officers for 3,000,000—that is, more than ten times as many. Remember also that we had to make the rifles, the cartridges, the guns, the shells, uniforms and equipment of all sorts on a scale ten times larger than any one had foreseen. You will understand how difficult it was to do all this at once during the war, and at the same time to provide drafts and to increase the number of units of our Expeditionary Force, bringing into existence new regiments, army corps, and armies. And all these had to be sent across the sea.

I have told you all this with so much detail because I wish you to understand why we English people could not send large forces at once to assist our friends, the Russians and the French. We wanted very badly indeed to smite our evil, ruthless foe. The Germans sent poisonous gases into our trenches, they tortured our prisoners, befouled churches, and outraged the honour and innocence of women and children. Our hearts were enraged against this dishonourable foe. It hurt us to have to wait, but it would have been worse to advance without sufficient preparation and a sufficient number of shells. We waited, knowing that every day was making us stronger, that our cause was a righteous one, that we could not give way to our enemy, but, on the contrary, that by our joint efforts we would in the end prevail and finally vanquish him. Well, here, brothers, our English sailors helped us very much. So strongly had they taken hold of all the seas that the Germans could not move their ships anywhere. All their valuable possessions across the seas were soon lost to them, and,

what was even worse for them, they could get very little help from across the ocean.

The Austrian and German prisoners say that they have not seen sugar for some time past and have little bread. This means that their reserves are diminishing and that they cannot obtain fresh ones. That is one of the services rendered to Russia by our English Navy, but there are many others. Why, if there were no English sailors it would be impossible for us from Russia to go anywhere by sea or to receive any goods, but as it is, our friends are sending Russia all sorts of war material, and with time it will arrive in greater and greater quantities. That is why our side is growing stronger every day and the Germans are finding it more difficult. Our sailors sit in their mighty ships waiting for the Germans to come out, and the Germans dare not leave their harbours. Think of them, brothers, of our sailors! It is dull work for them to wait a year and yet a year. Remember how hard is their service, but remember also how great is the help they render. The Germans thought at one time of getting rid of our ships by means of submarine boats, but they attacked chiefly the unprotected ones. Their plan, however, came to grief. Our sailors spread steel nets and the Germans began to fall into them like fish. Since then they have been pouring out their hatred upon us by killing peaceful inhabitants from their airships. But, brothers, for each infant or woman slaughtered by their shells our people grew all the more determined to fight to the end. And not so long ago we decided to introduce universal military service, so that our Army will be still stronger. There will be fresh millions of Englishmen serving under our colours for the common cause of the Allies.

And now, brothers, I will also say a few words on a subject that to me as an Englishman is just as dear as my regard for our own Army. I will tell you something about the Russian soldiers.

I came to you of my own free will, a civilian who is too old to begin military service, and to whom as an independent witness many things are plain that escape your notice, so my impressions may perhaps help you to understand some questions which should the brought home to all of us. You, brothers, know yourselves that the Russian people did not seek to do harm to any one, just as we Englishmen and the French were far from any thought of aggression; but once the ruthless foe began to invade your land, to befoul the sacred soil of your Fatherland, then all Russia started to prepare for a battle to the death. You Orthodox peasants, who were engaged in honest labour, had to leave your affairs, to forsake your relations and concerns, and think only of one high purpose—the defence of your country. Just like ourselves, you could not remain quietly at home at a time when your brothers the Poles, the Lithuanians, and the Letts, were being injured. Brothers, you are still young, and God grant you long life. I envy you, each and all, the great honour and glory which have

fallen to your lot of serving your Sovereign and Fatherland in this great war. Never since Russia existed has there been so great a time as the present. Never has Mother Russia so needed the help of her true sons.

Brothers, I know that you will all fulfil your duty to the end, to the glory of the State, the joy of your country, and the pride of your Allies, just as the gallant Russian soldiers who have fallen on the field of battle did theirs. As I said before, I have just returned from a trip along the Front. I made acquaintance with many regiments.

It would be difficult for me to enumerate them all, and I could not give preference to any particular ones. I saw regiments of the first line, and reserve units, and territorials. I passed some time with those that were resting and with others that were in the trenches. Take it from me that the most cheerful, and I will say the most joyful, spirit prevailed just where the danger was greatest, at a place where we were sapping under the enemy's barbed wire, ten paces from his trenches, where the explosive bullets, hand grenades, and shells were falling. It may seem strange at first to you that in a place like this every one should be so cheerful, but if you will think about it you will understand the reason why. Every man realized that he might at any moment be called upon to lay down his life for his country, and this feeling gave each one a consciousness of duty fulfilled before his Fatherland and his Maker. Brothers, perhaps this, the greatest of all achievements, may be in store for you. Remember then what I have just said. But it is the everyday work of a soldier which requires from us all a perhaps greater effort, and in your daily life as soldiers of the Great Mother, remember how great, how infinitely high is your calling. You will do me a great favour if you will from time to time remember your old friend, the Englishman, who is now talking to you.

Our soldiers and sailors daily read in the newspapers what is written about the Russian Army. I am myself in your midst, surrounded by the close ring of gallant future non-commissioned officers, because it is my work to tell the English people about the Russian soldiers. Our soldiers sitting in the trenches look hitherward. Remember about them. There where the sun sets, there are your friends the English and your gallant Allies the French. Sooner or later our victory will be assured. It is certain that a righteous cause must, in the end, triumph.


APPENDIX IV



THE "SOLDIERS' CHARTER"

The "Soldiers' Charter" was issued by M. Kerensky as an Army Order. He boasted that he was conferring privileges on Russian soldiers such as were not enjoyed by any other armies in the world. It consisted of the following clauses:—


	All serving in the Army enjoy all the rights of citizens, but while on duty they must strictly conform their conduct to the demands of military service and military discipline.


	Every person serving in the Army has the right to belong to any political, national, religious, economic, or professional organ-




ization or society.


	Every person serving in the Army has the right, when off duty, to utter freely and publicly, orally, or in writing, or in print, his political, religious, social, and other views.




	
	All persons serving in the Army enjoy complete liberty of conscience, and no one can be prosecuted for his faith or be compelled to attend divine service or religious rites performed according to another religion. Attendance at common prayer is not obligatory.




	
	All persons serving in the Army are subject, in respect of their correspondence, to the rules common to all citizens.




	
	All publications, periodical and non-periodical, without exception, must be delivered, without let or hindrance, to the addresses.




	
	
	The mutual relations of persons serving in the Army must









None except Bolshevist organs reached the troops.

2 This rule was constantly violated.

be based on the strict observations of military discipline, and also on the sentiment of dignity of citizens of free Russia and on mutual trust, respect, and courtesy.


	
	The appointment of common soldiers as orderlies is abolished, an exception being made for officers, army surgeons, army officials, and army elergy in the active Army and Navy, in fortress districts, in camps, on board ships, and on manœuvres, as well as in such places as offer no opportunity for hiring servants. In these cases one orderly is allowed on conditions and at a pay agreed upon mutually.




	
	Orderlies who are used for personal service are not freed from active service.




	
	The obligatory salute, both by individual soldiers and by units, is abolished, and is replaced for all persons serving in the Army by a voluntary and mutual salute. An exception is made for ceremonial occasions, for funerals, etc., when military honours are prescribed. The command "Attention" also remains in all cases provided by the rules.




	
	No person serving in the Army may be punished or fined without a proper trial, but in face of the enemy a commander has the right, on his personal responsibility, to take all measures, including the use of armed force, against persons declining to obey his orders, such measures not being regarded as disciplinary punishments.




	
	All punishments which are offensive to the honour and dignity of a person serving in the Army, as well as which inflict torture or cause damage to health, are not allowed.




	
	The employment of punishments which are not mentioned in the disciplinary code is an offence against law, and persons guilty of committing them are to be placed before a court-martial. A commander striking his subordinate, whether in the line or outside it, is also to be placed before a court-martial.




	
	No person serving in the Army may be subjected to corporal punishment. This exemption also affects those who are undergoing a term of punishment in military prisons.






As no penalties were implied, this clause had no meaning and no value. This applies also to Clause 12.


	The right of appointing to posts, and, in certain cases defined by law, of temporarily removing from command, belongs exclusively to the commanders, who alone have the right to issue orders affecting the fighting activity and efficiency of any unit, its training, its special work, as well as the work of inspection and administration. On the other hand, affairs concerning internal self-government, punishment, and control belong to the elected Army organizations, committees, and courts.



Parts of Clauses 2, 3, 9, 12, 13, 14 and the second part of 18—consolidating the Committee system—are obviously incompatible with military discipline. The main defect of this "Charter" lay in the fact that it conferred "rights" without defining "duties."

Under the Bolshevist regime the rank and pay of officers were abolished. Commanders of regiments and lesser units were elected. The Council of the People's Commissioners under Lenin appointed their nominees to the higher commands. Thus Krylenko, a demagogue who addressed students' meetings during the semi-Revolution of 1905 under the sobriquet of "Comrade Abram," became Generalissimo.



APPENDIX V



TATARS, ARMENIANS, GEORGIANS

The Revolution has aroused interest in the peoples inhabiting the Caucasus and Turkestan that stand in the path of German designs and ambitions not less than do the Ukrainians and the Cossacks. The latest atrocities in the Black Sca Fleet (January 1918) betray the hand of Germany. Through Bolshevist agents she is preparing the way for combined land and sea operations from Constantinople and Constanza against the Black Sea littoral, her objectives being Odessa, Rostov, and Tiflis.

Having turned the Russian flank in the Baltic with the aid of the Bolsheviki and feeling herself secure there under the auspices of the Lenin-Trotsky regime and the new Finnish Republic, Germany has planned a vast flanking operation in the South. If successful, it will have the effect of turning our position in Mesopotamia, of severing important communications with the Cossacks, Ukrainians, and Rumanians, and of opening the road for German influence and commerce, under subservient Ottoman auspices, into the heart of Asia.

Let us briefly review the elements that presently hold sway in this new field of conflict. Of the Cossacks and the Ukrainians sufficient has been said in preceding chapters. It may be assumed that they are acting in concert against the Bolsheviki and that the presence of an Ukrainian Delegation at Brest-Litovsk involves no truce with Bolshevism. Far from it. The Cossacks, in league with

the Ukrainians, themselves form several geographical "groups," notably the Don "army," which now includes its peasants, the Ural-Orenburg group and the Cis-Caucasian "republic," including the Kuban and Terek "armies" and the neighbouring hill tribes.

On the southern slopes of the great mountain chain another organization has come into existence under the name of Trans-Caucasian Republic. It is composed of Georgians, Armenians, and Tatars, each in fairly equal proportions (total population about six millions). These elements have not lived in perfect harmony, and are, moreover, subjected to conflicting political influences.

The Georgians, numerically the strongest, inhabit a solid strip extending from the sea-coast eastward beyond Tiflis which lies within their country. The Armenians live on the border of Asia Minor, the Tatars along the Caspian. Baku is their centre, but it also contains a large Armenian population.

Central Asia has been the scene of strange events during the Revolution. "Democratic" Governments have been set up within the palaces of the Emir of Bokhara and the Khan of Khiva, apparently with the assent of these potentates. Much discussion has been engendered regarding a so-called Turanian Movement, uniting the Russian Tatars. An extract from The Times (January 5, 1918) dealing with this subject is reproduced below:

The Russian framework embraces a number of separate Moslem groups. There is "Mawara-en-Nahr," the country "beyond

&#x27;Siberia is still (January 1918) inchoate. Organization of the "republic" has been sadly hampered by the activity of Russian Bolshevist reserve troops and released convicts.

(i.e. north-east of) the River "Oxus, which is an integral part of the civilized Eastern world, with ancient centres of Islamic culture in its cities, a peasant population in the oases and irrigated riverine tracts, and nomads in the steppes between. The total population is about five and a half millions, and about 83 per cent. of them speak the Turkish dialect called Chagatai. Mawara-en-Nahr is as un-European as India. It is cut off from Russia by deserts as India is from England by the sea, and under the Tsardom it was divided, on the Indian system, between protected native States and Russian-administered provinces.

Between Mawara-en-Nahr and European Russia lies Kirghiz-istan, a vast steppe-land which no civilized State before Russia, whether Moslem or Christian, has ever ruled. The native Kirghiz—from four to five millions in number—speak the same Chagatai dialect as the Moslems of Mawara-en-Nahr, but differ from them in their economic life and culture. The Kirghiz are nomads, threatened with extinction by the immigration of an agricultural peasantry from the overcrowded parts of Russia in Europe.

Lastly, there are the Moslems of the Caucasus and Crimca, four and a half millions in all, but divided (for the Caucasus is another Balkan Peninsula) by differences of religion and civilization and speech. There are Shias and Sunnis, townsmen and peasants, and untamed mountaineers, Turkish-speakers and Persian-speakers and speakers of innumerable indigenous tongues.

Under the Tsardom these various Moslem groups had few links with one another beyond their common inclusion in the Russian Empire; but since the Revolution there has been a spontaneous movement among them to make their aggregate weight of numbers tell by democratic orga